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The purpose of the PWCS Summer Reading Program is to encourage students to enjoy quality literature and to continue developing 
their independent reading skills. Student participation in the program is voluntary. Students who choose to participate in the program 
are required to complete a minimum of three books.  
 
Students in Fifth Grade who participate will complete a list of books read. The documentation is to include the name of the author, 
the title of the book, an explanation of the general topic or plot of the book, and a parent or guardian statement that the student has 
completed the reading.  
 
Fifth Grade students who participate in Prince William County Public Library's Summer Reading Program, the Public Library 
documentation will apply. Students will receive an extra “A” (100) for each book completed, for a total of three. The summer reading 
documentation will be submitted by the student by the end of the first week of school.  

The following titles are suggestions for summer reading. Other books selected by the student with guidance from a parent/guardian 
and/or librarian may be used. Participation in the PWC Public Library Summer Reading Program and its documentation is also 
acceptable. 
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PWCS Fifth Grade Summer Reading Program 

SUGGESTED Reading 

The following titles are suggestions for summer reading. Other books selected by the student with guidance from a parent/guardian and/or librarian 

are also acceptable. Participation in the PWC Public Library Summer Reading Program and its documentation are also acceptable.  

 
Author Title Pub. 

Date 
Annotation 

Avi The Good Dog 1937       

Balliet, Blue Hold Fast  2013 The Pearl family dreams of having a home. They are a family who enjoy each 
other.  Dash, a lover of words, takes a job at the local library and one day while 
inventorying old books, he disappears. 

Baker, E.D. The Frog Princess  2002 After reluctantly kissing a frog, an awkward, fourteen-year-old princess 
suddenly finds herself a frog, too, and sets off with the prince to seek the 
means to become human again. 

Banks, L. Indian in the 
Cupboard 

1980 A nine-year-old boy receives a plastic Indian, a cupboard, and a key for his 
birthday and finds himself involved in an adventure when the Indian comes 
alive.  

Broach, E. Shakepeares Secret  2005 Hero is an uncomfortable sixth-grader and is named after a character is a 
Shakespearean play.  An unlikely friendship with her neighbor and the most 
popular boy in school leads her to become intrigued by an old mystery.   

Broach, E. Masterpiece 2008 Marvin, the beetle, lives with his family under the kitchen sink.  He is a very 
talented artist and when the human family believes the pictures are that of their 
son, the fun and adventure begin. 

Cody, Matthew Will in Scarlet 2014 A story of this friend to Robin Hood. 

DiCamillo, Kate Because of Winn-
Dixie 

2000 Ten-year-old Opal describes her first summer in Naomi, Fl., and all the good 
things that happen to her because of her big, ugly dog Winn Dixie. (Ebook in 
library catalog) 

Feldman, J. The Gollywhopper 
Games 

2008 Twelve-year-old Gil Goodson competes against thousands of other children at 
extraordinary puzzles, stunts, and more in hopes of a fresh start for his family, 
which has been ostracized since his father was falsely accused of embezzling 
from the Golly Toy and Game Company.  

Houston, D. Bulu 2010 Born on a crocodile farm in Zambia's untamed South Luangwa Valley, the 
puppy seemed different from his littermates.  And nobody wants him. 

Korman, G. Any title Varied Showoff, Jackpot, Pop, Everest, Ungifted (Virginia Readers’ choice 2014-15) 

Meloy, Malie The Apothecary 2013 The family moves from LA to London and 14 year old Janie finds a mystery. 

Morpurgo, Michael Shadow 2014 Aman and his mother find the help of a stray dog as they embark on a trip 
across war-ravaged Afghanistan 
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Oppel, K Airborn 2004 Matt, a young cabin boy aboard an airship, and Kate, a wealthy young girl 
traveling with her chaperone, team up to search for the existence of 
mysterious winged creatures reportedly living hundreds of feet above the 
Earth’s surface. 

Paulsen, Gary Lawn Boy 2007 In this entertaining and hilarious tale a preteen and his old lawnmower climb 
the financial ladder to be worth half a million dollars. 

Sewell, A. Black Beauty 1877 Autobiography of a horse. (Ebook in library catalog) 
 

Stewart, T. The Mysterious 
Benedict Society 

2007 Dozens of children respond to this peculiar ad in the newspaper and are then 
put through a series of mind-bending tests.  Four children succeed and then 
must embark on a secret mission. 

Lupica, Mike Any Title 
 

  

DeClements, B. Nothing is Fair in 
Fifth Grade 

1981 At first teased by the fifth grade because she is overweight, Elsie finds herself 
in more trouble when she steals some money.  She experiences trouble at 
home as well.  Eventually she finds her space and her friends.  It is a story 
about friendship. 

Matti, Truus Mister Orange 2013 A piece of historical fiction which takes place in New York City in 1943.  When 
Albie leaves for war, Linius takes on the family jobs.  Linus meets an artist on 
his delivery route and the artist paints in orange. 

Sheinkin,Steve Lincoln’s Grave 
Robbers 

2012 It is 1875 and secret service agents haul in Ben Boyd.  His counterfeiting ring 
plan to dig up Lincoln’s grave and demand Ben’s release in return for the body. 

Turnage, Sheila Three Times Lucky 2012 Narrated by Mo, she tells of her colorful family amidst a murder 

Zucker, Naomi Callie’s Rules 2011 Eleven-year-old Callie Jones tries to keep track of all the rules for fitting in that 
other middle schoolers seem to know, but when the town decides to replace 
Halloween with an Autumn Festival, Callie leads her large family in a protest.   

Bang, Molly 
Non-fiction 

Ocean Sunlight:  
How Tiny Plants 
Feed the Seas 

2012 Spectacular view of the constantly changing ocean. 

Bishop, Nic 
Non-fiction 

Science books varied  

Brown, Dan 
Non-fiction 

Non-fiction titles  varied  

Frydenborg, Kay 
Non-fiction 

Wild Horse Scientist 2012 Scientists in the field 

Prins, Marcel Hidden Like Anne 
Frank:  14 True 
Stories of Surivival 

2014 True stories of hiding and fear of discovery 

Swanson, James Chasing Lincoln’s 
Killer 

2009 Non-fiction story about the chase for John Wilkes Booth. 
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